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Section Overview 
• This section discusses the life of the prophet 

Muhammad and the rise of the religion he founded, 

Islam, in the Arabian desert. 

• The deserts, coastline, and oases of Arabia helped 

shape the Arab way of life.  

• The prophet Muhammad brought the message of 

Islam to the people of Arabia.  

• The Quran provided guidelines for Muslims’ lives and 

the governments of Muslim states.  



 



Daily Life in Early Arabia 

 • Much of the Arabian peninsula is desert, although 

there are mountains in the southwest.  

• Oases are green areas fed by an underground                                     

water source.  
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Daily Life Continued 
• Early Arabs formed into family clans and tribes that 

were headed by a sheikh.  

• The Bedouins were desert herders who traveled 

from oasis to oasis to water their animals 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=bedouins&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NzEYlMh2O03dnM&tbnid=9kKppcm_jL0b5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_2206712_the-bedouins-tent-in-the-sahara-morocco.html&ei=hs4PUfCwM4XI2AWki4HoCg&bvm=bv.41867550,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGHGJhMOiO5jeZcoGryje7_0jOfNg&ust=1360076673567230


Daily Life Continued 
• Many Arabs lived in villages near oases.  

• Merchants who transported goods across the 

deserts formed caravans to protect themselves 

from Bedouin attacks.  

 



Daily Life Continued 
• Caravans are groups of traveling merchants and 

animals.  

• Trade grew, and merchants founded towns along 

trade routes. 
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FYI 
• Camels are important to desert dwellers.  They are 

sturdy animals that can go as long as seven days 

without water.  Camels also have other adaptations 

that help them survive in the desert, such as two 

sets of eyelashes.  A long pair protects their eyes 

from the harsh glare of the sun.  The other, shorter 

pair keeps the sand out of their eyes. 

 



Daily Life Continued 
• Makkah was the largest and wealthiest trade 

center and is an important religious site visited by 

pilgrims.  
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• In the middle of Makkah is the Kaaba, a low square 

building surrounded by statues of gods and 

goddesses.  

• Inside is a large stone Arabs believe came from 

heaven.  

• Arabs consider Allah the creator. 
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Muhammad’s Message 
• Muhammad was accepted as a prophet to the 

people of Arabia.  

• Muhammad was dissatisfied with the ways of his 

town leaders and went into the hills to meditate.  

• There he was visited by an angel who told him to 

preach Islam.  

• Muhammad returned to Makkah and told people 

to worship one God, Allah.  

 



Muhammad’s Message 
• Muhammad also preached that all people are 

equal and that the rich should share their wealth 

with the poor 

• Many poor people began accepting Muhammad’s 

message and became Muslims, or followers of 

Islam.  

• Wealthy people did not like Muhammad’s 

message, and they made life difficult for 

Muhammad and his followers.  

 



Leaving Makkah 
•Muhammad and his 
followers left Makkah for 
Yathrib.  

•to escape torture and 
mistreatment by wealthy 

•This journey is known 
as the Hijrah 

• means “breaking off 
relationships” in Arabic 

•the year 622 AD is the 
first year of the new 
Muslim calendar 



The City of the Prophet 
• Yathrib welcomed the Muslims and renamed their 

city Madinah.  

• Muhammad used the laws he believed he had 

received from God to rule the people of Madinah, 

creating an Islamic state, or a government that uses 

its political power to uphold Islam.  

• Muhammad built an army to defend his new 

government.  

 



Return to Makkah 
• The army conquered Makkah, and Muhammad 

returned to the holy city.  

• Muhammad died two years after his return 



The Teachings of Islam 
• The Quran is the holy book of Islam.  

o Many moral teachings in the Quran are similar to 

those in the Bible.  

o Many rules in the Quran apply to Muslims’ daily 

life.  

o It is considered to be God’s written word. 

 
 

Be honest and 
treat others 
fairly. 

Honor parents 
Show 

kindness to 
neighbors 

 

Give to the 
poor 

Do not murder, 
lie, or steal. 



 



• Muslims follow Islamic dietary laws.  They are 

required to eat only pure meat, or halal.  Pork, 

monkey, dog, cat, and any type of carnivore are 

prohibited in the Muslim diet.  Other animals must 

be slaughtered according to Islamic laws to be 

considered pure. 

 



Law Code 
• Scholars of Islam created a law code to give 

direction on how society should be run 

o Based on the Quran and the Sunna 

• The Sunna are customs based on Muhammad’s 

words and deeds 

• The laws apply to all areas of life 



Main Ideas Review 
• The deserts, coastline, and oases of Arabia helped 

shape the Arab way of life.  

• The prophet Muhammad brought the message of 

Islam to the people of Arabia.  

• The Quran provided guidelines for Muslims’ lives and 

the governments of Muslim states. 



Section 2 Main Ideas 
• Arabs spread Islam through preaching, conquest, 

and trade.  

• While Muslims split into two groups, the Arab Empire 

reached new heights.  

• Turks and Moguls built Muslim empires in Asia, Africa, 

and Europe.  

 



First 4 Caliphs 
• Muhammad’s successor was called a caliph, or 

successor to the Messenger of God.  

• The first four caliphs to rule from Madinah all had a 

personal connection with Muhammad.  

o Capital was in Madinah 



Umayyad Caliphs 
• The Umayyad caliphs made their capital the city of 

Damascus.  

o Spread the Arab Empire into Persia, the rest of 

southwest Asia and Egypt 

o Capital was in Damascus in Syria 

o Started to explore the North Africa coast 
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Arab Empire Success 
• Arabs were good horsemen who were good with a 

sword and inspired by their religion.  

o Muslims believed people who died fighting for 

Islam would go to paradise. 

• Muslims let conquered people practice their own 

religion, but they made  

non-Muslims pay a special tax.  

• Many conquered people adopted the Muslim 

customs.  

o Included learning Arabic 



Preaching 
• The Sufis were a group of Muslims who spread Islam 

through teaching.  

• Muslim merchants spread Islam throughout 

southeast Asia. 

o Taught the religion to people around trading 

posts they had set up. 

o Indonesia has more Muslims than any other 

nation in the world. 

• Timbuktu, a west African city, became the center of 

Muslim learning.  

 



Internal Struggles 
• After Muhammad’s death, the Muslims split into two 

groups:  the Sunnis and the Shiites.  

• The Shiites believed that Muhammad’s son-in-law, 
Ali, should succeed Muhammad and that all future 
caliphs should be descendents of Ali.  

o Believed the Umayyad caliphs had no authority 
to rule  

• Sunnis believe that the Umayyad caliphs were 
rightful leaders even though they did not always 
agree with their policies.  

o Most Muslims today are Sunni with the largest 
populations in Iraq and Iran. 



Abbasids 
• The Umayyad dynasty lost power and was replaced 

with a new dynasty called the Abbasids.   

o Persian Muslims felt they were treated unfairly 

o The Abbasids built a new capital, Baghdad near 

the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  

o Baghdad prospered as a center of trade 

because of its central location.   

 



 



Seljuk Turks 
• The Seljuk Turks were nomads and warriors from 

central Asia. 

o The Seljuk Turks were originally hired as soldiers, 

but saw the weakness of the Abbasids and 

decided to take control 

o In 1055 they took control of Baghdad leading the 

government and military. They allowed the 

caliph to remain religious leader 

 



Sultan 
• The Turks controlled the government and military. 

o The leader was known as a Sultan or holder of 

power 

• The caliph was allowed to remain the religious 

leader. 

• The Arab Empire ended when the Mongols invaded 

Baghdad and burned it to the ground. 

 



Ottomans 
• The Ottoman Turks were a group of Turks in 

northwest Asia Minor who began to build their own 

empire.  

• They conquered the Byzantine Empire and 

changed the name of Constantinople to Istanbul.  

• The Ottoman army moved into Europe, Syria, 

Palestine, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and parts of Arabia 

and North Africa.  
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Suleiman I 
• Most famous sultan of the Ottomans 

• Built many schools and mosques 

• Brilliant general who earned the nickname Suleiman 

the Magnificent 

• After the rule of Suleiman I, the Ottoman empire 

gradually fell apart, collapsing completely at the 

end of World War I.  

 



Ottoman Government 
• The Ottoman empire was made up of different 

people who practiced different religions. 

• Non-Muslims could practice their own religions, but 

they had to pay a special tax.  

• Christian families in Eastern Europe had to send their 

sons to Istanbul to become Muslims and train as 

soldiers.  

o They were known as janissaries 
 

 



Government Continued 
• There were special laws for non-Muslims. 

o They had to pay a special tax 

• In return for this, they were able to practice their 

own religion and run their own communities.  

o They were allowed to have their own government 

official called a viziers 

 



Monguls 
• During the 1500s, the Moguls started another Muslim 

empire in India 

o They were warriors from the mountains of north 

India 

o They used guns, cannons, elephants and horses 

to conquer other people 

• They made their capital at Delhi 



Akbar 
• Akbar was the greatest Mogul leader 

o He treated all people fairly and allowed religious 

freedom to Hindus 

• Great trade occurred under his leadership because 

of a surplus of goods 

o They received paper, gunpowder and fine 

porcelain from China. 



Decline of Moguls 
• The Mogul empire declined after Akbar’s rule.  

• Later rulers spent too much money, imposed heavy 

taxes, and tried to force Hindus to convert to the 

Muslim faith. 

o These policies led to many rebellions that 

weakened the empire and allowed European 

merchants backed with military power to come 

in and take over. 

• Great Britain controlled most of India 



Section 3 Main Ideas 
• While Muslim traders enjoyed great success and 

cities grew, most Muslims lived in villages in the 

country 

• Muslims made valuable contributions in math, 

science, and the arts.  

 



Trade 
• Muslims were the leading merchants in the Middle 

East and north Africa. 

o They traveled in caravans from Baghdad to 

China 

o Sailors traveled from the Indian Ocean to 

Southeast Asia 

• They carried spices, cloth, glass and carpets 

and brought back rubies, silk, ivory, gold, and 

slaves 



Trade Continued 
• Muslim traders benefited from the spread of the 

Arabic language 

• Rulers gave merchants coins to trade with. 

• Keeping detailed records also aided in their 

success and created banking as a new business 



Mosques 
• Muslim houses of worship 

• They served as schools, courts, and centers of 

learning. 

• They were the most important building in the cities. 



Bazaar 
• Marketplace in the city 

• They were made of a series of stalls and shops with 

merchants selling goods from all over Asia 

• Buyers from all over the world came to find goods 
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Muslim Carpets 

and Weavings 
• Carpets were woven in the Middle East long before the 

coming of Islam.  They became popular in the Islamic 
world because Muslims used them in their daily worship.  
Carpets were often made of sheep’s wool or goat hair.  
Shepherds might knot them by hand, or the carpets 
might be made on portable looms.  Flowers and 
geometric shapes were popular designs.  The carpets 
used for the Muslim’s daily prayers are called prayer 
rugs.  No matter where Muslims live, they pray five times                                                       
daily.  They kneel down on their prayer rug and pray 
facing toward Makkah.  Prayer rugs are small and can 
be folded and carried from place to place. Fine carpets 
of silk and wool are often hung on the walls of mosques 
and public buildings.  They are considered fine art. 
 



Villages 
• Most Muslims lived in villages and farmed for a 

living 

• Water was scarce so they used irrigation to bring 

water to crops. 

o They grew rice, wheat and beans 

o They also raised fruits and olives in orchards and 

flowers for perfumes 



Muslim Society 
• Social groups were based on power and wealth 

 



Slavery 
• Muslims could not be enslaved, so the slaves came 

from non-Muslim areas 

• Often, they were prisoners of war 

• They served as servants or soldiers and had the 

opportunity to buy back their freedom 



Men and Women 
• Men ran the government, society and business 

• Women rook care of families 

o They had the ability to inherit wealth and own 

property 

• Laws required women to cover their faces and wear 

long robes in public 

o Based on Muhammad’s teachings that a 

woman's garment should not attract attention 

o Known as hijab 



Muslim Achievements 
• Arabic language helped different people trade 

goods and share knowledge.  

• Muslim scholars preserved much of the learning of 

the ancient world, such as the works of Aristotle and 

other Greek thinkers.  

• Muslims invented algebra and perfected the 

astrolabe, a tool used to study the stars to help 

navigate.  
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Achievements Continued 
• They used the astrolabe to measure the size and 

distance around the earth 

o These measurements helped them realize the 

Earth was round. 

• al-Razi, a Muslim chemist, developed a system for 

categorizing substances as animal, mineral, or 

vegetable.  

o Muslims are considered the founders of chemistry 



Mosques 
• Muslim architecture includes great mosques, many 

with domes and minarets—towers from which a 

crier, or announcer, calls believers to pray.  
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Taj Mahal 
• Built to honor the wife of Mogul ruler Shah Jahan 

• Made of marble and other precious stone 



Alhambra Palace Granada Spain 
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Art 
• Muslims were not permitted to use images of 

Muhammad in are 

• Believed that it might lead to people worshiping 

Muhammad and not Allah 

• Art focused on designs of flowers, stars, leaves and 

writing entwined together 
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